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By DMILES COPELAND
LONDON~—-For reasons comprehsi-

sible only to those who heve workad
in- a diplomatic service, no gOVeitie

ment can afford to keep its public.

fully inforred on what it does n the

Aield of international relations. Sowcs

times it must conceal the reasons for
its actions, and sometimes the actions
themselves, - In some rare 1'1\tam:~
it must pretend to be taking one se
of actions whila act Lally t:mn an-
other, and to present ths puohc with
a largely fictional picture of what it
is doing and why.,

This is especially true when our
State Department comes up against o
problem such 2s the Arab- Imﬂ.Cl con-
flict, A diplomat newly aoe:gnﬂd to
this particuler p.oolc..l finds himsait
“estimates of the
situation” provided by the CIL.A, tha
Pentagon, and cmbassies reporting
from Israel and the Arab countrios;
then he begins to fecl pressures from

“domestic considerations” which band
him and his colieagues t v'ard policies
other than those which the “estimates
of the situation” would clearly dictate.
Finally, he tries to devise SOll‘txOIb
v,lucn make sanse in the light of the
intelligence estimates, and which can
be justified” by explanations svhich
have no relation to the estimate but
which accommodate to the domestic
considetations.

For example:

1. Our intelligence estimators proe

sent frightening information concern-
ing the Soviet bui Id -up in Egypi, the
increasing Soviet “presence” in the
whole  Mediteiranean area, and ths
gains of Soviet naval Stlu’l"lﬂ east of
Suez at the expense of the British, At
the same tlme, they suggest, first, that
Soviet gains have not been the result
of Soviet actions, but of curs. The
more we suppert israel, tha mora tha
Arabs and their Afro-Asian friends wels
‘coine tlic Soviets. Sacond, the Soviat
build-up is not in preparetion for coqs
quest-—thc Sovists would hardly iy
to gain by fmhtma what they can zain
pcqcefuny ‘

2 Dnl} p.ollcy n*n'\«.t 0“‘ tﬂ tata

of hawklo h btatcmmh of Amb 2aders:
Syria's President pnoblauna 1 udty
that his GovemmmL will “never” ace
cept the existence of Israsl; Ira1 s Pres-
ident bx’terl attacks Fl’n'

the speech in which the E'J}r‘uan is

.
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VA un-
Ly inch
diplo-

ael withuirew “from eve
of Ar\.b tecritory” And as ¢

mats read such account are
aware that thess are ..lao bolng read
by American apiaion makers who take

them at face valus, At t ie time,
they know from {he Dep anl's own
information that the most bellizarent
sounding Arab governmenis have din
effect made peace with Israsl alieady;
such military preparations as these
governients are making are strictly
for internal purpsses.
3. Our own press plays up the Sovia
build-up in Egypt, end repods tuat
“hiet-headed youny officers” weoe anx-
ifous for smof‘fcr 'u.u‘d with Tarsel. Yet
our Statc p r ment, depanding not
o'ﬂy on its highly comv‘:tem diplo-
matic staff in C iro but alsy 0 1 infor-
mation coning fron (bcades d intel-
lizence pe mtlat'on: of the L."spuu
armed forces, Ao“s full ol that
Egyptian officers are possibly “Tascist”
but ceria’nly not Communist, that they
have little confidence in Soviet wifitary
assistance and doa't like their Soviet
advisers any more than the Tur
the Tranians like American
that they are ready to fight
but not for Palesting or
Arabs” and that without
ing presence of Lv:e Israz h
they would lack the n*f:t
morale to fight anyone at a _
4. Finally, our State Dmmdm :ng offis
cials know that Israell intelligancas
estimates are roug.ﬂ} the same 2z our
own, Thus, it is inconcaiva that
Israeli spokest men could be singapa
when u.he" argue that unguabified sup-
port to Isra cl is the only way to halt.
the growth of Sovist influznca in Lh:,_
area, that they are in conat«xt dread
of being overrun by the A
that tlny rmaust hold on to Sham
Sheik as a means of msurmg passnge’
through the Strait of Tiran. Tie Ise
raelis know very well that they can.
take Sharm el-Shei% any time they
wish, no matter who oceugies it, and’
that their presence there will only
provoke revival of Egyotian hostilities,
he Egyptians, seeing the Tsraslis’
refuctance to seize this unigue oppor-’
tunity to make peace, suspect that
they want a no-war-no-peaca situztion
such as Nasscr once wantad, and for
similar (domestic) reasons. Appareatly
some of our NATO friends sharae the
suspicion; so, increasingly, do some of
our own diplemats. TFor goad or for
had, right or wrong, 2nd whatever the
ultimate efiect on pur XIJ' Amarienn ins
terasts, we are ‘r*‘l".
hundred percant.
our own pJIlcy ia .‘-’:1;-ningl_uu N
let the Israclis muks it for us in Tel
Aviv. Il domestic considerat! stand
in the way, our di’)‘onmta shoul” clear

i

LS S

they have known all alongz but have

withheld from the public. Surely tha
American poople will aporeve ¢f any
position which 15 uncowpromising
caough in its support of Israel, even
thougit it lsaves it to Mrs. Melr o
lwndle her owil “domestic consideir
tions.” :

Miles Copeland is a formar high-raife
ing officiai of the Central Intellizcncs
Agency and clutnoz of “The Game of .
Nations. -
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